
Petition to List Stradey Park 
 
The petition to list Stradey Park was inspired by calls that “something should be done” to protect the 
heritage  at  this world  famous  location.  It  is  significant  that  these  calls  have  continued  after  the 
Scarlets have moved across Llanelli  to  their new stadium. Stradey Park  is clearly more  than  just a 
place where rugby was watched ‐ it is part of local culture and national heritage.  
 
A cultural icon can be defined as anything that is readily recognised, and generally represents an 
object or concept with great cultural significance to a wide cultural group. It may come to be 
regarded as having a special status as particularly representative of a particular group of people or a 
period in history. 
 
Stradey Park  is synonymous with  the support of a Welsh community  for  its  rugby club  in  the 20th 
century – it is undoubtedly a cultural icon.  
 
Stradey Park has gained worldwide  fame, not only  for the exploits of  the players who took  to  the 
famous turf, but also  for the fervent support supplied by those who crammed  into the stands and 
terraces surrounding it during the matches, and at half‐time and full‐time onto the pitch itself. 
 
That support became world renown as typically Welsh, an image strengthened by songs celebrating 
famous victories at Stradey, such as the Max Boyce song “9‐3” about the support of the community 
at Stradey for the1972 victory over the All Blacks – the last by any club side in the world. “All roads 
led to Stradey Park”, “The day the pubs ran dry” and “I was there” all conjure up images of Stradey 
Park on  that day and Llanelli captain Delme Thomas being carried off  the pitch by  fellow players, 
surrounded by thousands of supporters. 
 
Stradey Park invokes images of Welsh working men completing a shift in the tinplate works, docks or 
mines  before  playing  a match  in  front  of  thousands  of  fellow workers  of  Tinopolis.  The  famous 
“sosbans” that were placed on the Stradey posts were a direct reference to Llanelli’s main export – 
Tinplate ‐ and in particular the “Stamping” Works located less than a mile from Stradey Park where 
saucepans were made and exported worldwide.  
 
Stradey Park has always been known as the “most Welsh” of Welsh grounds, not least for its Welsh 
language  scoreboard  and  Welsh  language  singing  on  the  terraces.  “Sosban  Fach”  is  known 
throughout the world after it was adopted and sung by supporters due to the “sosbans” on posts. A 
gymanfa ganu was held in 1972, before the All Blacks game. 
 
Typical of a  rugby ground being at  the heart of a Welsh community, Stradey Park has  seen many 
non‐rugby  events  including  hosting  several  other  sports  and  annual  Guy  Fawkes  night  fireworks 
displays. 
 
On 15th November 2007 the funeral of Ray Gravell was held on the Stradey Park pitch. This unique 
event in Welsh history – described by some in the press as “a Welsh state funeral” ‐ was attended by 
6000 mourners  including  leading  figures  in Welsh  political,  sporting  and  cultural  life, with many 
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thousands of people lining the streets outside. Images of the coffin standing on the pitch, flanked by 
the Eisteddfod sword bearer and the assembled tribute makers were broadcast live on S4C. 
 
There is no doubt that Stradey Park is of great cultural and historical significance to Wales. It was a 
modern day battle  field and particularly representative of the Welsh passion  for rugby  in the 20th 
century. The petition has achieved  in excess of 3500 signatures made more significant because this 
was a heritage petition not a rugby petition. The petition was collected on shop counters throughout 
Carmarthenshire and even without much publicity it has attracted signatures because people believe 
that the Stradey Park pitch should be saved to mark the location and its heritage.  
 
Although the petition  is named “List Stradey Park”, and there are many that would  like to see the 
whole  stadium  saved,  it  is  generally  accepted  that  listing  Stradey  Park  would mean  listing  the 
Stradey  Park  pitch  and  retaining  it  as  open  space  within  any  development.  This  modern  day 
battlefield  is what makes  it unique  because of  the  events  that have  taken place on  it, obviously 
rugby successes and the momentous Ray Gravell “state funeral”, but also the famous Stradey Park 
half‐time and full‐time pitch invasions where families would play where their heroes had just played. 
 
To list a sports pitch would probably require a new listing category or an amendment to an existing 
category.  As  tourism  becomes  ever  more  important  in  Wales,  key  locations  of  modern  Welsh 
heritage such as Stradey Park need to be protected, so the need for the National Assembly to direct 
Cadw to create or adapt a listing category for sports pitches is evident.  
 
Once a location like Stradey Park is lost under a development it becomes almost worthless. Perhaps 
a  few tourists may be attracted to read an  interpretive panel or blue plaque near the site, but the 
benefit to the  local economy would be negligible. Places  like Stradey Park need to be preserved to 
allow  them  to  be marketed  as  tourist  locations  of modern Welsh  heritage  for  the  21st  century. 
Tourists want to be able to take to the pitch, not just read about it. 
 
As  well  as  the  3500+  signatures  and  a  Facebook  group  of  over  520  members,  several  local 
organisations  including  Llanelli  Town  Council  and  Llanelli  Rural  Council  support  the  aims  of  the 
petition to protect the Stradey Park pitch. However none of these groups has the power to deliver 
that protection. 
 
The petition has received international support, as well as support from other parts of Wales and the 
UK showing clearly that Stradey Park is of national importance. Locally, the petition has also received 
the support of former Llanelli, Wales and Lions greats such as Delme Thomas and Phil Bennett. 
 
A  website  supporting  the  petition  can  be  found  at  www.stradeyparkpetition.co.uk.  Further 
information to support a listing, from the kind provision in 1879 of land within its boundary walls by 
the Stradey Estate, through to the closure of the ground in October 2008, can be supplied. 
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Hi Gareth, 
  
I’d like to thank you, Naomi and Andrew for coming to meet me last week and 
helping me along the way in getting this far with the petition. I hope the contents of 
the submission box were OK.  
  
I’ve seen the Senedd TV coverage of yesterday’s meeting and I feel I may have failed 
to get the message across about what I am trying to achieve.  
  
Although many people would like to see the whole stadium protected I doubt that 
the stands warrant listed building status (although I am happy to be proved wrong). 
Due to that, what I have been trying to achieve since 2005 is to have the pitch 
recognised by Cadw, as it is the pitch that is the main focus of Stradey’s fame. In 
2005 I made contact with Cadw and an officer agreed that Stradey Park had the 
history that warranted recognition – probably as part of the "Historic Parks and 
Gardens" Register ‐ but that the pitch did not meet the criteria as they currently 
stood. The Cadw officer mentioned that it is possible that the criteria may be 
amended in the future, but suggested that at that time I should contact 
Carmarthenshire County Council and make an application for the pitch to be made a 
Conservation Area. This I did, with support from Llanelli Town Council, but it was 
promptly refused by the County.  It was clear that the County Council would not 
consider protection of the pitch due to the heavy reliance on the sale of the Stradey 
Park site to finance the new stadium, so I decided not to pursue it any further at that 
time. 
  
The reason for this petition goes back to that contact with Cadw in 2005 and the 
suggestion that Stradey Park should be added to the register of Historic Parks and 
Gardens. As Cadw are unlikely to start that process themselves, the best course of 
action I could think of was to petition the Minister for Heritage to direct Cadw to 
change their listing criteria.   
  
I am not sure that I have worded the petition very well as it would appear that the 
word "listing" might be confusing the issue. I probably should have said "amend the 
criteria of Historic Parks and Gardens to allow Stradey Park to be added to 
that register", but that would have caused a lot of confusion to those signing it, as 
many people have never heard of the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens. The 
word “listing” was used as a generic term referring to Cadw recognition and 
protection, in this case either adding it to the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens 
or creating a new category for such pitches. 
  
This is outlined in this extract from my 1000 word submission:‐ 
  

To  list  a  sports  pitch would  probably  require  a  new  listing  category  or  an 
amendment to an existing category. As tourism becomes ever more important 
in Wales, key  locations of modern Welsh heritage such as Stradey Park need 
to  be  protected,  so  the  need  for  the National  Assembly  to  direct  Cadw  to 
create or adapt a listing category for sports pitches is evident.  
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I am familiar with the Vulcan petition which was mentioned at the Petitions 
Committee meeting, but the Vulcan is obviously a building and Stradey concerns an 
area of land. I can’t see that the findings of the Vulcan report will be particularly 
relevant.  
  
I can see that Stradey Park, just as the Vulcan, could be considered a “local matter” 
which should be afforded local protection. However, the Council have confirmed 
that they do not hold a "List of Buildings and Places of Local Interest”, as exists in 
other towns and cities. In Llanelli if a building or area does not have Cadw protection 
then it has no protection. Perhaps the Assembly should compel all local authorities 
to draw up such a list? 
  
Although there is obvious support locally to retain the pitch and it is an emotive 
subject, the pitch is known worldwide, particularly in the Southern Hemisphere. 
Stradey is synonymous with the image of Welsh Club Rugby in the 20th century and 
due to this worldwide significance it requires Cadw recognition. 
  
My concern, obviously, is that the Minister for Heritage will look at the Stradey 
Stadium, decide that the stands do not warrant listing and write back to the 
Committee without understanding the aims of the petition.  
  
Thanks again for arranging the presentation of the petition last week and please get 
in touch if you need any more information. 
  
Vaughan 
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Dear Rhodri, 

  

Thank you for your email advising of the forthcoming Petitions Committee Meeting and 

providing links to the meeting documents.  

  

Having read the documents relating to the Stradey Park petition I would like to respond to the 

misleading and what I can only interpret as an unseemly letter directed at me received from 

Mr Lyn Thomas, Head of Administration and Law Department at Carmarthenshire County 

Council. 

  

I hope that the Petitions Committee can be made aware of the points below as soon as 

possible as I am concerned that the information supplied by Mr Thomas may persuade the 

Committee to undertake actions which, without this rebuttal, may be inappropriate. 

  

I am very disappointed that, rather than answer the question posed by the Petitions 

Committee to Carmarthenshire County Council, Mr Thomas has used his reply as an attempt 

to discredit me, by claiming that this petition is simply an attempt to block the development.  

  

Mr Thomas paints a picture in the “history” section of his letter that the redevelopment of 

Stradey Park has been a case of unreasonable objectors blocking the planning processes at 

every turn. His memory appears to be somewhat selective. He mentions the Right of Way 

application, but fails to point out that his department’s decision to refuse the application was 

overturned on appeal by the Planning Inspectorate. The Right of Way application was not a 

delaying tactic but an attempt by residents to protect a long established footpath, and based 

on the Planning Inspectorate’s decision it would appear that it was Carmarthenshire County 

Council, rather than the residents who raised the application, that was being unreasonable. 

  

My understanding is that the call-in at the Outline Planning stage was because the Stradey 

Park site was shown on WAG flood maps to be a C2 Flood Plain at risk from tidal flooding, 

but that Carmarthenshire County Council had decided to recommend approval of the 

application. On the eve of the 2007 Planning Inquiry consultants for the developers 

convinced Environment Agency Wales that there was no tidal flood risk and, following the 

Inquiry, Outline Planning permission was subsequently granted. It is apparent that if the 

Council had postponed their Planning Meeting until the developers had shown there was no 

tidal flood risk there would have been no call-in and minimal delay. 

  

I believe that the recent call-in of the Reserved Matters is due to the fact that the site is now 

shown on WAG flood maps to be a C2 Flood Plain at risk from fluvial flooding, following a 

re-assessment of the area by Environment Agency Wales. Nevertheless, Carmarthenshire 

County Council was “minded to approve” the application despite the regulations preventing 

housing developments in C2 flood zones. It is my understanding that this call-in has been 

withdrawn due to some ambiguities in the call-in letter, but could be re-instated. In the 

meantime, a “stopper notice” is in effect. I find it interesting that Mr Thomas decided not to 

provide the complete current picture and instead suggested that it was only a matter of time 

before the Assembly withdraw the “stopper notice”. 

  

I am told that the Outline,  Reserved Matters and Village Green call-in’s were supported by 

former Llanelli AM Catherine Thomas, current Llanelli AM Helen Mary Jones and Llanelli 

MP Nia Griffith, as well as several County Councillors and, of course, local residents.  

  



The Planning call-in directives have clearly taken place due to Carmarthenshire County 

Council not following the planning regulations relating to the ban on building highly 

vulnerable – residential development – on C2 flood plains. It would appear from the tone of 

Mr. Thomas’ letter that it is convenient to blame objectors and, further, to drag this petition 

into the mix. 

  

It is quite perverse that Mr Thomas claims that the petition is “to prevent any development on 

the site” only to then quote from the supporting documentation “…listing Stradey Park 

would mean listing the Stradey Park pitch and retaining it as an open space within any 

development”.  

  

As Mr Thomas is clearly questioning my credibility and motives as the petitioner, I feel I 

must justify myself.  I have been heavily involved in local heritage in Llanelli for the last 15 

years or so, and I am one of the founding members of Llanelli Community Heritage, an 

organisation set up to ensure recognition for Llanelli’s built heritage and places. My attempts 

to have the Stradey Park pitch recognised by Cadw pre-date the planning application. 

  

In 2005 I was in contact with a Cadw Officer responsible for the Register of Historic Parks 

and Gardens who advised me to approach Carmarthenshire County Council for recognition of 

the Stradey pitch as Cadw did not have a suitable category. With the support of Llanelli 

Town Council I made contact with Carmarthenshire County Council, but was swiftly 

rebuked.  

  

In addition Carmarthenshire County Council’s Chief Executive wrote to Llanelli Town 

Council stating that it would not be possible to recognise the pitch as that would “jeopardise 

the new stadium project”. That statement enraged several Town Councillors and featured in 

the local press. My credibility is not in question. 

  

It is evident that Mr Thomas has not looked at the previous discussions that have taken place 

at the Petitions Committee with regard to this petition and the term “list”.  

  

Through my involvement in local heritage I am well aware of the listing criteria, but decided 

to use the word “list” on the petition as it is a term understood by the general public to mean 

recognition and protection.  As the Petitions Committee has previously discussed and 

accepted, the term “list” has been used in the wider sense on this petition to imply official 

recognition for the Stradey Park pitch. This has also been accepted by the Minister who has 

asked Cadw to consider the criteria for the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens with a 

view to adding historic sports pitches to the Register.  

  

As the Minister states in his recent letter “Cadw hopes to be in a position early in the new 

year to consult on possible draft designation criteria and other possible measures to help 

highlight this aspect of our cultural heritage”. While, as Mr Thomas is keen to point out, “no 

additional statutory controls follow from the inclusion of a site in the Register”, would it not 

be disdainful for a Local Planning Authority to disregard this national recognition? 

  

Mr Thomas claims that “the council was not aware of this petition until comparatively 

recently and therefore did not have the opportunity to consider the advice of the Minister of 

Heritage to defer consideration of the Reserved Matters application to permit Cadw to 

undertake a full assessment of whether the ground could have been included in the Register”.  

  



This is a direct contradiction to the Minister of Heritage’s letter of 24
th

 May 2010 to the 

Petitions Committee where he states that his officials had confirmed “ to the planning 

authority’s officers the grounds undoubted local – and doubtless wider – historic interest” 

and goes on to state “it would of course be open to the Council to defer the consideration of 

the planning application to allow Cadw to undertake a full assessment …” ending with “The 

Council has however indicated that, unless the site were to be included on the Register, there 

is currently no basis for the authority to reconsider the historic importance of the site…”. 

  

The Council clearly knew about the petition and had contact with Cadw well before the June 

planning meeting. They refused to consider a deferment but now claim not to have had the 

opportunity to consider deferring it. I suggest Mr Thomas’ letter is an unsuccessful attempt to 

cover for his Council’s unreasonable behaviour. 

  

In his May letter, the Minister reports that the Council claim that the historic importance of 

the site was considered at the planning inquiry, but this is not the case. As a Scarlets 

shareholder I am aware that the future of the pitch was raised at several shareholder meetings 

prior to and during the outline planning process and this resulted in former Scarlets Chief 

Executive Stuart Gallacher confirming that the pitch would be retained in the proposed 

housing development.  

  

All indicative site plans prior to Reserved Matters show the retained pitch so this was not an 

issue for residents or heritage enthusiasts and was, therefore, not raised as a concern and not 

considered at the Planning Inquiry. It is inaccurate and misleading for Carmarthenshire 

County Council to claim otherwise. 

  

Mr Thomas appears to take great delight in advising the Petition Committee of the work 

undertaken over the summer to demolish the stands and remove the top soil of the pitch, 

claiming that there is nothing of any worth on the site left to merit any preservations orders 

being made. What Mr Thomas fails to advise is that the top soil has simply been moved to 

another part of the site for storage and that the footprint of the pitch is still very obvious.  

  

In the Reserved Matters application, the developer states that it intends to re-use the Stradey 

turf at various locations of the 23.5 acre site – they also clearly recognise the importance of 

the Stradey pitch. Should Cadw confirm that the Stradey Park pitch is worthy of inclusion on 

the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens, it would simply be a case of relaying the topsoil 

in its original position. Alternatively, as it is the pitch location that is important, it would 

simply be a case of re-turfing the area, as happened on countless occasions in the 129 years of 

use. 

  

Mr Thomas is also keen to point out that a Memorial Park area has been designed within the 

site. I assume the name has been chosen to suggest a green park area, but as indicated on the 

plans and confirmed in a meeting I had with the Former Players Association, this is no more 

than a small concrete public square containing plaques listing the names of former players 

and notable matches and occasions.  

  

Carmarthenshire County Council was asked for its view on the petition and whether it wished 

to protect the pitch.  Mr Thomas responded with an attack - on the objectors who he claims 

have delayed the planning process - and the petition - and the petitioner.  

  



Mr Thomas appears to have conveniently ignored the fact that the call-in directives have been 

made because of concerns on the how the planning regulations have been implemented. 

However, he seems happy to call into question the legality of any attempt to list or register 

Stradey Park and recognise its historical importance.  

  

While the petition may have planning implications, it is not a legal matter but simply an issue 

of modern Welsh Heritage. The fact that Cadw has already confirmed to Carmarthenshire 

County Council “the grounds undoubted local – and doubtless wider – historic interest” 

implies to me that there is acknowledgment that the time has come for recognition for places 

like Stradey Park.  

  

I look forward to their initial findings and, hopefully, in the near future, official confirmation 

and recognition of Stradey Park’s historic and cultural importance.  

  

The Stradey Park petition was collected on the counters of market stalls, newsagents, pubs, 

chip shops and the like at over 50 locations in Llanelli and Carmarthen and attracted over 

4500 signatures, with additional support from Llanelli Town Council, Llanelli Rural Council 

and local heritage groups. The comments by Mr Thomas are out of order and disregard the 

signatures of thousands of people who want the pitch area of Stradey Park recognised and 

protected. 

  

I apologise for my rambling, but felt it was important to rebut the misleading comments made 

by Mr Thomas on behalf of Carmarthenshire County Council. I hope that the Petitions 

Committee will consider my response to those comments. 

  

Thank you. 

   

Vaughan Jones 
 



Response from Minister for ESH



24th January 2011 

Dear Naomi, 

 

Thank you for notice of the forthcoming petitions meeting. 

 

I’d be grateful if you could clarify if my understanding listed in the points below is correct:- 

 

1. The petition of 4383 names which was submitted in May 2009 has been discussed several times and it has 

been accepted that the word “listing” in the petition wording was meant in the general sense of Cadw 

recognition of its important historic merit. 

 

2. The Minister of Heritage, after discussion with Cadw officials, has asked Cadw to investigate the possibility of 

amending the criteria of the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens to include important sports pitches such 

as Stradey Park. Cadw are due to report back in early 2011. 

 

3. The Petitions Committee is currently monitoring the progress of the review of the criteria of the Register of 

Historic Parks and Gardens, via this petition. This review is not Stradey Park specific but is relevant to all 

important historic sports pitches. 

 

4. Due in part to the Stradey Park petition and in the main the Vulcan petition, the Petitions Committee has 

written to the Minister of Heritage regarding “Local Listings” and advice is now being devised to ensure Local 

Planning Authority’s have a list of locally important buildings and places which they must consider when 

deliberating on planning applications. 

 

5. The Petitions Committee is currently monitoring the progress of the drawing up of advice for Local Planning 

Authority’s via the Vulcan petition. This advice is not Vulcan specific, but for all locally important buildings in 

Wales. 

  

The latest reply from Carmarthenshire County Council appears to be trying to influence the Petition Committee to 

throw out the petition, with the Council’s Senior Solicitor behaving like the developer’s agent, rather than being 

objective and replying to the questions raised.  From my understanding, the committee wrote to the Council to 

seek their views on unilateral protection of the pitch i.e. regardless of Cadw’s possible amendments to the criteria 

of the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens. The two letters received from the Council are obviously long-

winded ways of saying “no way”.  I don’t think that any of the observations are relevant to Cadw’s review or 

justification for building on this world famous historic sports pitch. 

 

I’d be grateful if you could confirm (if possible) that the petition will remain open until Cadw has completed its 

work and a decision has been made on whether or not to amend the criteria to allow inclusion for historic sports 

pitches on the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens. 

 

As you may be aware, in July 2010 WAG called in the Stradey Park reserved matters due to the majority of the site 

being on a C2 flood plain and therefore development being in conflict with TAN 15, but after threats of legal 

action from the developer it withdrew the call-in and has now backed down altogether. Baring possible legal 

action due to the back down, the developer will no doubt start building as soon as possible. However, the pitch 

area is phase 3 of the development and it could be well in excess of 5 years before being built on. I don’t know if it 

is within the committee’s power, but I would hope that if Cadw decide to amend the criteria of the Register of 

Historic Parks and Gardens they will still continue the processes and consider Stradey Park for inclusion. It would 

then be up to the developer to decide if they would like to honour that registration and amend their plans to 

accommodate the pitch. 

 

Thanks,  

 

Vaughan Jones 



Response from Minister for ESH



Response frm the Llenelli RFC Scarlets Former Players Association









Response from the minister for AFJ




